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[Letter One: ] 
[Abstract:] Concerning Anonymous letter and correspondence of Edward Waln, Jr. 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Superintendent’s Office, 
January 18, 1886 


Sir 


In compliance with the directions contained in your letter of January 15th inst. to transmit 
the anonymous communication “and other specimens of Mr. Waln’s penmanship”, I beg to say 
that I send 


1 The anonymous communication. 

2 The official (“To”) Register of Correspondence, kept by him; 
3 His application for increase of pay dated Aug. 28, 1885; 

4 His letter to me dated Jan’y. 11, 1886; with envelope; 

5 And beg to refer you also to the following 
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[Letter Two:] 
[Abstract:] Further reason why the anonymous letter was written by Mr. Waln. 


Not send 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Superintendent’s Office, 
? January , 1886 


Sir; 


In further reply to the inquiry in yours of 11th inst., concerning the “nature of the 
evidence” which influenced me in dispensing with the services of Mr. Waln, permit me here to 
add to my letter of the 13th, by giving the following reasons why I attribute the anonymous letter 
to him. 


In doing this you will notice that I address myself principally to a examination and 
comparison of the literal forms in both the anonymous letter, and his writing as appears on the 
books of this office. 


We: The word “we” on lines 5, 24, 27, and 28 of anonymous letter, are like the “we” 

21 &c The great similarity in the figures, and the special similarity between the “21” on 
line 29 of anonymous letter and that number on the date margins of the Register, and between the 
“1886” in letter, and that date on Register page 80: the “3”’s are also similar especially in their 
endings. 

The following similarities and reasons are corroborative: - 

The subjects of the anonymous letter — “loss of pay during permitted absence” and 
“bonding of employees” had been subjects of conversation and depreciation by Mr. Waln and he 
had been heard to advise a clerk who had lost his pay by permitted absence to write to the 
Director, or heard to say, that the Director ought to be written to about it. 


The bad spelling and wrong division of words into syllables at ends of lines. 


The anonymous letter was written on a Mint tablet and a tablet of this (and one of no 
other size) was found on his desk with his name on it in his own writing. 


The last 2 are negative testimony but testimony nonetheless. 


in anonymous letter and the “H” in the envelope (in letter to myself) are exactly alike. 
The “B” on time 7 anonymous letter is like his B’s in Register, as on pg. 78 &c &c. 


D. This letter in “Democrat” in anonymous letter in its imperfectness is like the “D” in 
letter to Director of Sep. 17, 1885, and in style is similar to all the D’s in Register. 


NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 137 


d. The d in a majority of cases in the 1st page of anonymous letter takes the d form: on 
the 2nd page it is more, and more frequently like his usual d in Register. 


S. Mr. Waln’s s’s are usually made s and his double s’s, ss, and while he sometimes 
wrote them differently, in the letters concerning the Ajar press, where this combination offers 
occurs, they are all ss and this form is seen on page 2 of anonymous letter especially in the word 
“permission”. 


K. The k’s on lines 20, 21, & 30 anonymous letter are like those in Register page 75 & & 
letter to Director of Sep. 17, ’85. 


f. The “f’ and “of” in both anonymous letter, other papers, and Register, are all very 
much alike, as is perfectly apparent by comparing line 10, 12, 13 & 14 in letter and 5 or 6 
examples in Mr. Fox’s letter and the peculiar f (f) in line 34 of Anonymous letter on pg. 75 of 
Register, and his W’s generally. 


E and re. These are exactly similar both in the anonymous letter and Register, say page 
80, as a comparison between the “re” in “requisition” and the “re” in “we are” of letter will 


show. This point is very striking. 


W (capital.) Compare to W in lines 6 and 11 of anonymous letter and W in Register pg. 
65, 80, &c. 


T. The T on line 14 is exactly like the T in his copy of Chief Clerk’s letter to the Orr & 
Hess Company of Dec. 5, on file in Washington. 


$. Similarity in the Dollar mark in letter and Register: 


&. The use of “&” on lines 15, 20, & 31 of anonymous letter and frequent use in 
Register: 


y & g. These letters end very frequently the same way in both letters and Register, thus y, 
S. This letter although frequently made “‘S’ is on the Register pages 70, 75, and 
particularly on pg. 79 like the one in “Sir” in anonymous letter. 


p. In every case both in anonymous letter as well as in his acknowledged writings the p is 


6699 


made “p”. 


H, P, B. These, Capitals are all commenced with an upstroke both in anonymous letter 
and Register. The “H” in “Hon” papers on file in your office in his hand-writing: - 


A. Copies of all the letter concerning the Ajax press accompanying my letter of 14 Aug. 
1885. 
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b. letter of Sep. 8 °85 sending a sample leaf of “form 184”; 

c. letter of Sep. 12 ’85 asking for large size penalty envelopes; 

d. letter of Sep. 13, 1885 asking for a further supply of form 135; 
e. letter of Sep. 17 °85 concerning Mexican Nickel Coins; 

f. letter of Sep. 19th transmitting certain statements for July; 

g. letter of Sep. 23 ’85 asking for bill heads for Engraver; 


h. Copy of letter from Cashier concerning resumption of minor coinage, accompanying 
letter of Sep. 24, 1885. 


i. Copy of letter from Coiner concerning “face cutting machine” accompanying letter of 
Oct. 31, 1885. 


j. Copy of letter from Curator of Cabinet concerning American Half Eagle of 1815 
accompanying my letter of Nov. 11 1885. 


I have to request that you will return the Register and other papers at your earliest 
convenience. 


Very respectfully, 
Danl. M. Fox 
Superintendent 


Hon. James P. Kimball 
Director of the Mint 
Washington, D.C. 


Note. Our “Register”, I need not say, is needed for constant reference; you will please therefore 
return it as soon as possible. 
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[Noted on back: ] 
Treasury Department; 
Bureau of the Mint, 
January 20, 1886 


Respectfully returned to the Superintendent of the Mint at Philadelphia, with the within- 
named papers. 


Jas. P. Kimball 
Director of the Mint 


No. of Enclosures: 3 


Rec’d. Jan. 21 /86 


